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in support of this cruel custom. However, native casuists themselves have supplied us with the right answer to this kind of argument. They call it6 the argument of the skull/ and they remark with great shrewdness that you might as well bring a skull into court as a witness, as appeal to a lost chapter of the Veda in support of any prevailing custom or doctrine. $akh& means a branch, and as the Veda is often represented as a tree, a /S&kM of the Veda is what we also might call a branch of the Veda.
We must not imagine, however, that what we now possess of Vedic literature is all that ever existed, or that it can give us anything like a complete image of Vedic religion.
The Buddhists are likewise in the habit of speaking of some of the words or sayings of Buddha as being lost, or not recorded.
In the Old Testament we have the well-known allusions to the Book of Jasher (2 Sam. i. 18), and the'"Wars of God (Num. xxi. 14), the Chronicles of David, and the Acts of Solomon, which prove the former existence, if not of books, at least of popular songs and legends under those titles.
And with regard to the New Testament also, not only does St. Luke tell us that ' many had taken in hand to draw up a narrative concerning those matters which have been fulfilled among us, even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word,3 but we know that there existed in the early centuries other Gospels and other Epistles which have either been lost or have been declared apocryphal by later authorities, such as the Gospels according to the